
Issue 21             MARCH 2018 

Notes from the chair … 

Barry James 
Chairman 

Sunday Opening Hours 

For an experimental 6 month trial, starting Sunday 4th March,  

the Club will remain open UNTIL 10.30pm 
 

Why not drop in and 
give us your support? 

The full opening hours for the bar are now: 
 

Monday to Thursday  12 noon - 11.00pm 

Friday  12 noon - 11.30pm 

Saturday 12 noon - 11.00pm 

Sunday 12 noon - 10.30pm 

L adies and Gentlemen - welcome to the first edition of BluePrint since we became a mixed and integrated 
Club. Lady membership is steadily rising, along with a number of men applying for membership. I must 

thank Lester Hodgson and Alan Curtis for all the hard work they do in interviewing the new applicants.  

We welcome any ideas that new members may have in terms of events they would like see take place in the 
Club or otherwise. Please speak to any committee member or write to the Secretary. 

For a trial period of 6 months the Club is extending its opening hours on a Sunday from 1200 noon through to 10.30 in the 
evening. If this proves to be a success, it will become a permanent feature. 

My thanks must go  to Paul and Karen for all the hard work they put in to keep our Club running smoothly, as well as 
providing sumptuous catering for various events. Our bar staff also do a superb job, with special thanks going to Jodie for all 
the hard work she does on Saturday night, selling tickets and helping with the Members Draw. 

Annual Accounts 

The Club’s Accountants have now approved and published the Annual Accounts for 2017. 

If you are reading BluePrint on the web, then these accounts form the last seven pages of the document. 

If you are reading a paper copy of BluePrint, then printed copies of the accounts are available in the Club for you to peruse. 

Annual General Meeting 

The Club’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 21st March 2018 at 8.00pm 

The agenda for the meeting is on the noticeboard adjacent to the bar 



Presentations 

On Saturday 11th March, the Club was pleased to host a small awards ceremony for new Life and Honorary Members. We 
were honoured by the presence of William Hague, our former MP, and his wife Ffion, together with our current                 
MP, Rishi Sunak. After introductions, a short welcome speech by Club President Ernie Taylor, and in front of a large 
audience, William Hague presented Stephen Pine and Gavin Mowbray with Life Membership Certificates, recognising their 
40 years’ continuous membership of the Club. 

The attention then turned to another special guest - Mrs June Imeson OBE.  June, through her service on both Parish  and 
Hambleton Councils over many years, has always fought for this wonderful village of ours, whether it was planning treasure 
hunts, organising a convoy of protest to Northallerton to argue (successfully) that Great Ayton should stay in North 
Yorkshire, or a host of other matters over the years. 

The Club, when entering floats in the biennial Village Fete, has always managed to include a humorous reference to June in 
that float - and I think she would probably be upset now if we didn’t do so! June has also been a regular visitor to the Club 
over the years, for MP’s surgeries, Conservative Association meetings and the like, and the Committee felt that her service to 
the village and her connections to the Club, should be recognised. 

June was presented with an Honorary Member’s Certificate by William Hague, who proceeded to read aloud the citation it 
contained. June then thanked everyone, saying that she was honoured to be the first Lady Honorary Member of Great Ayton 
and District Conservative Club. 

Stephen Pine (L) and Gavin Mowbray (R) receive their Life Membership Certificates from William Hague 

June receives her Honorary Membership Certificate 
from William Hague 

From left to right: 

Club President Ernie Taylor, 

Rishi Sunak MP 

Mrs June Imeson OBE 

and William Hague, Baron Hague of Richmond, PC, FRSL  

...to give them all their full titles! 



FREE Members’ Draw 

The Free Members’ Draw (into which 
all members are automatically 
entered) prize fund has now reached 
the magical figure of £1,000 !! 

The fund will now stay at £1,000 
until it is claimed.  

In the meantime, a new fund is 
building up in the background, at the rate of £10 per 
week, so that there will be worthwhile prize to start with 
once the current one is claimed. 

Don’t forget  

- you must be in (the Club, on the night) to win! 

Chris Thompson 
Secretary 

1st  PRIZE No. 49 D J Hudson £254 

2nd PRIZE No.   3 K Storr £  50 

3rd PRIZE No. 18 A Hurwood £  34 

The next draw will be on Saturday 31st March 
Please ensure that your subscription is up-to-date 

before the draw is made! 
There are still numbers available if you would like to join 

the 100 Club - simply ask any Committee Member. 

100 CLUB 

The 100 Club draw was made on December 31st and 
the following members had a boost to their finances 
for the New Year. 

Sports Section  

The end of 2017 saw the years competitions finalised,   
with the Xmas darts handicap being won by Dean Sewell, 
and Robbie Johnson claiming the runners-up spot. 

The Xmas snooker handicap was won by Alan Sargeant, with 
Andy Metcalf as runner-up. That took us up to Christmas and 
the annual Smoker Night which was well supported and 
enjoyed by all, especially Karen’s superb buffet. 

Our darts team continues to have a good season - they are 
high in the league and still in the Newcastle Cup with players 
in the singles competition. 

Our Darts Spring Doubles Competition takes place  on 
Thursday the 5th April - register on the night. 

The Snooker Spring Doubles entries close on the 25th March 

A new Senior Members Snooker League is planned to run 
from late Spring through ‘til the end of Summer. 
Details are on the notice board, and it is hoped to run a 
similar one for the younger members, if we have enough 
interest. 

Two of 2018’s golf outings have now been arranged -  

21st June to Darlington 

21st September to Harrogate 

Full details and booking forms will be on the noticeboard in 
due course.  

We continue to try & think of new events we can organise for 
every interest - and we will always listen to your suggestions. 

Thanks as usual for all your support in buying our draw 
tickets - it is those sales which fund the vast majority of the 
year’s events. 
 

Social report  
A quiz we ran on 21st of January was very well supported and 
we managed to raise £310. With a further £47 from the 
collecting tin on the bar, we were able to present Guide Dogs 
For The Blind with £357  
Many thanks to all who contributed and supported the event.  

Cassie the guide dog overseeing 

the handing over of the cheque 

We like to keep the Club’s Membership List up-to-date, so it would be 
appreciated if you could advise us of any recent changes in terms of 
addresses - AND email addresses. The latter give us the ability to keep 
you informed with this newsletter three times a year, and on odd 
occasions, other events which you may be interested in. You can 
email the Membership Sub Committee direct via the Club’s website, 
or leave a note of any changes behind the bar and we will update our 
records. 

STOP PRESS 
We now know the theme for the decorated floats in this 
year’s Village Fete (Saturday 9th June) - it is “Captain Cook”. 
Volunteers wanted to help with float building - and any 
ideas as to how we interpret the theme! 



Hatched, Matched and Despatched 

Sadly, since issue 20 of BluePrint in November, 
we have lost the following members: 

Mr Albert Pearson  on 10th November 2017 

Aged 79 years, Albert had been a member since 2001. 

Mr David Blake   on 17th November 2017 

Aged 78 years,  David had been a member since 1978. 

Mr Bill Harbottle   on 30th January 2018 
Aged 93 years, Bill became a member on 13th March 1946 and 
was our longest serving Member for many years.  

The Club’s membership now (at 10th March) stands at a total 
of 532 (including 20 Lady Members and 11 Country Members), 
broken down as follows: 

Honorary Members 11 
Life Members 39 
Honorary & Life Members    4 
Senior Members 201 
Full Members 277 

Since the last Issue of Blueprint we have enrolled 32 
new members: 

Name Date of election 

Mr Richard Decosemo  23/11/2017 
Mr Derick Lutz  19/12/2017 
Mr Mark Wilkinson  19/12/2017 
Mrs Sandra Atkinson 01/01/2018 
Mrs Denise Bulmer 01/01/2018 
Mrs Angela Taylor 01/01/2018 
Mrs Ann Hoult  05/01/2018 
Mrs Anne Moody 05/01/2018 
Mrs Anne Gregory  10/01/2018 
Mrs Norma Horner 10/01/2018 
Mrs Susan Longstaff 10/01/2018 
Mrs Jean Cumbor 17/01/2018 
Mrs Catherine Fowler  17/01/2018 
Mrs Barbara Garbutt 17/01/2018 
Mrs Julie O'Hare 17/01/2018 
Mr David Hughes  24/01/2018 
Mr David Longshaw 27/01/2018 
Mr Pete Thubron 29/01/2018 
Mrs Janice Silver  30/01/2018 
Mr Robert Lynas  31/01/2018 
Mr Patrick O'Hare 31/01/2018 
Mr Mark Huggins  06/02/2018 
Mrs Susan Storr 10/02/2018 
Mrs Carol James 14/02/2018 
Mrs Margaret Montgomery 14/02/2018 
Mr John Wood 15/02/2018 
Miss Holly King 21/02/2018 
Mrs Anne Green 02/03/2018 
Mr Anthony Western  02/03/2018 
Mrs Sheila Western  02/03/2018 
Mr Paul Atkinson  06/03/2018 
Mrs June Imeson  10/03/2018 

Treasurers Report 
 
We made a profit of £2,446 for the year, thanks to an 
improvement in trading later in the year. 
 
Whilst bar takings fell again, thanks to the efforts of the 
Bar Sub-Committee and Paul & Karen, we achieved a gross 
profit of 59.2%. 
 
We have kept a close watch on our overhead expenses and a 
number of costs have fallen.  During the year we switched 
£25,000 of our investments from Santander to the Association 
of Conservative Clubs Ltd to obtain a better rate of interest. 
 
The Sports Committee again helped us financially, contributing 
75% towards our Christmas Drinks promotion and paying for  
the re-covering of our snooker tables.  Their efforts are really 
appreciated.  
 
We face another challenging year in 2019 -  the minimum wage 
increases again and the amount we are required to contribute 
to the staff pension scheme increases.  I expect our additional 
costs in respect of wages to be in the region of £50 per week.  
In addition, there will be other cost increases we cannot avoid, 
such as utilities etc.  We endeavour to look at every expense 
and have made substantial savings over the past few years. 
 
Lets hope we can encourage greater use of the Club to obtain 
greater income - there are always unexpected refurbishments, 
renewals and repairs which will add to our expenditure. 

We hope they will make the most of their membership 
and enjoy the facilities we provide. 

Thanks are due to Phil Quigley for a superb job in maintaining the 

Club’s Membership Database and supplying the above figures. 

Bar Report 

As our Treasurer has said above, the Club’s Bar turnover 
reduced again in 2017. It was no consolation to be 
congratulated by our brewery rep. on the basis that the 
reduction was considerably less in percentage terms than 
many other licensed establishments with whom he deals. 
Times continue to be difficult across the trade. 

On a brighter note, our bar sales towards the end of 2017, and 
for the first couple of months of 2018, are showing a move in 
the right direction. Let’s hope this trend continues for the 
remainder of the year. 

Paul continues to keep, and serve, all our ales in tip top 
condition, and regularly rotates the guest beers to give 
everyone a chance to try something new and different. Just as 
important as the quality of the ales, is the quality of the 
service and Paul, Karen, Jen and Jodi have again given us a 
year of the best possible service - thank you! 
 
Finally, a big thanks to the members for their support during 
the recent “Beast from the East” inspired travel chaos. Several 
promised beer deliveries never arrived, and it was only Paul’s 
sterling efforts (including bringing 5 barrels of ale back to the 
Club in his car!) that stopped us from becoming a ‘dry’ 
establishment at times. For those of you who had to change 
your tipple for a while - apologies, it really was outside our 
control. 

John Chilton 
Treasurer & Secretary 

Rod Thrower 
Bar Sub-Committee 



President’s Pitch 

THE SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING & LADY MEMBERS AND GUESTS 

I would like to take this opportunity to clarify the facts surrounding our Special General Meeting of September 27th last year.  
The admission of ladies has been debated in Committee on several occasions over the past few years. Once again, the message 
coming across was that many of our members would like to see ladies introduced into the Club. Vice President Alan Temple it 
would appear received most of these comments. Alan reported at the July meeting that he had again been canvassed by members 
on this topic. 
The Committee decided to canvass members. Following many positive responses, a decision was made at our August meeting to 
call a Special General Meeting. The object of the Meeting was to allow our members to consider allowing females to visit and 
become members of the Club. Note - to allow our members to consider, not the Committee. 
In line with Club Rules, notices were posted in the usual manner on both notice boards. In an attempt to notify as many members 
as possible, we also advertised the meeting on the Club website and emailed the members on our address database. (Can I ask all 
members who have changed email addresses over the past eighteen months and may not have notified the Club, or feel we may 
not have their correct contact details, to email me direct at ernies@talktalk.net) 

Prior to the meeting, members were invited to register their interest in addressing the meeting by appending their names to a list 
available on the bar. The Committee did not have any input, or make any recommendation to the meeting. Our Vice President, 
Alan Temple, did however make a case on behalf of the members who had initially canvassed him, putting forward the views he 
had received. 
All members present were given the opportunity to address the meeting. A lot of members did take this opportunity and many 
good points were made. All present were given the chance to express their views. Inevitably, letting everyone speak, resulted in a 
very long meeting. 
A proposition was placed that we “admit Ladies as members and guests with the same rights and privileges as existing Club 
members”. There were no amendments proposed. 
The vote on this first agenda item then took place, resulting in totals of 70 for admitting ladies, and 21 against. These numbers 
represented a voting majority of 77% - in excess of the 75% stipulated in the rules for such a change to the basic rules. 
A vote was then invited on the second agenda item - which related to administrative rule changes to facilitate the admission of 
ladies.  It was patently clear to anyone attending, that several more members were voting in favour than for the first proposition. 

However, at this stage a challenge was made to the integrity of one of the scrutineers, Mr Ken Roberts. 
Unfortunately, this unseemly interruption and subsequent delay led to some members leaving the Club, and at this stage I felt I had 
no alternative but to abandon the meeting, believing that it would need to be reconvened at a later date. 

The morning after the SGM, I personally contacted the Association of Conservative Clubs, detailing the events of the evening and 
seeking their advice. I received confirmation that, as the intentions of the members was clear from the basic vote, we were 
therefore in a position to safely announce to the Club’s Members, that the Club now admits ladies as Full Members and that Rule 3 
should be duly altered to remove the word ‘male’ from the rules. This information was the same day posted on the club’s notice 
boards.  
Following further dialogue regarding the reconvening of a S.G.M. we were advised by the A.C.C. that we could take the decision of 
the Members at the SGM to admit Ladies into the Club as authorisation to alter all necessary, subsidiary rules to enable this to 
happen, including Rules 18 and 52, without a further SGM being called. 

Now to the crux of the matter. 
There are a minority of dissenters in the Club who are criticising the General Committee’s decision to allow Lady Members and 
guests. 
I re-iterate, the decision to allow ladies was patently made by the members at the meeting and not the Committee, the initial vote 
being over the 75% required to change the rules. The fact is that the first motion reflected the views of the members present and 
following such a decisive vote, your Committee had I believe, no alternative but to act in accordance with the members’ wishes.  
I am sad to report that the Secretary, Chairman, Committeemen and Officers have had to suffer a tirade of insults and abuse from 
a small element of dissenters for implementing the members’ wishes. Perhaps they would do well to consider that the vote was 
well over fifty percent in favour of opening our doors to ladies - in many other more important cases, e.g. Brexit, this would and 
did win the day. 
I would appeal to those dissenters to please accept the decision of the vast majority of members who voted, to show some unity, 
and allow us to carry on as we were, and still are, a Gentleman’s Club. 
 
 
Finally, a brief update on my health; 
I am pleased to report I am progressing well and responding to treatment.  
I thank members for all their good wishes. 
 

Ernie Taylor 
President 
















